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Women Increase Share of US Patents, But Only
to 12 Percent
P&G, Bristol-Myers Squibb and Abbott Labs have highest rate of female participation among big
U.S. companies, PTO study indicates.
By Scott Graham
The share of U.S. patents that
include at least one woman as an
inventor has tripled over the last 30
years. But even with that increase,
women inventors still made up only
12 percent of all inventors on U.S.
patents granted in 2016.
Those were a couple of headline
findings in a U.S. Patent and Trademark Office study released Tuesday.
It found that women are making only
the smallest of inroads in the patenting space.
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oratories had the highest rate of partner who helps companies build those filed by teams of men. Sen.
women on their patents over the patent portfolios, said the big tech Mazie Hirono quizzed PTO director
last decade—ranging from 20 per- companies produce such a dispropor- Andrei Iancu about the study at a
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